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1.) WORKFLOW OUTLINE FROM CHAOS TO ORDER

From a pile of stamps to a customized stamp album of your own design

1. Your pile of Stamps

Rhodesia and Nyasaland

" and
The " 210 honow 85 Rhodesa And Nyasaland™
The Fedaraton Gantegraimd 1 1963 when Northern Rrodesa anC Nyassand ganed noepenoence

15t July 1954 - Definitive Issue. Queen Elizabeth Il

4. Your custom Designed album Page

+ & B wm p F 4 9
Qo il oo

Weard  fort  Confgure Help

%

Abumtsy,

2 new A,
O the Hedpbutton for rutructirs.

2. ADefmitionText Fig 3. AlbumEasy to Generate a PDF
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2.) ALBUMEASYGETTING STARTED

File Edit Format View Help
# RUN THIS FILE IN ALBUMEASY AND PRINT THE PAGES SO YOU CAN SEE IT AS YOU #FOLLOW ALONG!

# sample Albumeasy file. (c) 2005 Bundu Technology Ltd.
#

# Note: the # character is used for comments, any text following the # is
# ignored.
#

# A1l measurements are in millimeters, except for font sizes which are points.

# only one of the two following 1ines can have a # to turn it off, cCurrently set for
# 2.5 X al. to set for A4 size paper, put a # in front of the 1st line and remove it
# from2nd.

ALBUM_PAGES_SIZE (215.9 279.4) #set the page to US Letter (8.5 x 11)
#ALBUM_PAGES_SIZE (210.0 297.0) #uUse this for a4

# Now set margins in mm in order left, right, top and bottom page margins

ALBUM_PAGES_MARGINS (25.0 12.0 15.0 15.0)

# Now set the border. The first number is the width of the outside border 1line, the 2nd
# is the distance between the outer and inner line whose width is set by the 3rd number.

ALBUM_PAGES_BORDER (0.5 0.1 1.0)

Albums are defined by a set of commands in an album definition file. This is a regular text file which is created
by means of a text editor or worprocessor. AlbumEasy processes these commands to generate an Album in
PDF format for lagr viewing and printing.

2] Ea

¢ B > m pB R x

Open Generate View PDF Wizard Font Configure Help Exit

If you are already familiar with AbumEasy, press the Openbutton to select the album data file to load or the Wizardbutton to create
anew Album,
Or the Helpbutton for instructions.

Although it is possible to use almost any text editor such as the very basic Windows Notepad, it will be far
more productive to use one of the many excellent text editors that are available free on the Web. A few
examples argEdit, Geany and NotePad ++yhich are cross platform or the Windows onlyN2 3 NJ Y Y S NI &
Notepad. Alternatively a worgrocessor may be used in which case it is important to ensure that the file is
saved in text only format.

A PDF viewer such as the ubigus Adobe Acrobat is also necessary for viewing and printing the generated
Albums. In most cases the user is likely to have this already installed on their system, If not it may be
downloaded free of charge frommitp://get.adobe.com/uk/reader/

NOTE:When printing from Acrobat, please ensure thattie{ KNA y' 1 2@JSNBEAT SR LI} 354
andd 9 ELJI YR avYl tf LbptbSsaare io?chdcked dSthe panidia®gue box. Otherwise items
on the page may be printed with the wrong dimensions.
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[} CREAING A FIRST ALBL

In order to create an Album using the provided sample files please follow these simple steps:

1. Press theOpenbutton to display theFile Operdialogue box. Use this to navigate to
the exampledolder which should have been created whelb#nEasy was installed and then open
the AlbumSample.txtile in yourdocuments folderunder Albumeasy/examples.

2. After the AlbumSample.txtile has been loaded press tii&eneratebutton to create an album called
AlbumSample.pdf that may now be viewed vidohe Acrobat or a similar PDF viewer.

| CREATING A CUSTOM ALE

1. The easiest way of creating a new album is by means dMizard. Alternatively one could copy and
modify an existing text file such as the provided example: AlbumSample.txt. After ctipyingw file
it should be given an appropriate name e.g. Canada.txt.

2. The new text file is edited with a text editor using any of the commands listed in
the Commandsection of this reference guide to specify the album.

3. After the file is saved it is openadth AloumEasy which then generates the new album as a PDF file.

| ADVANCERUSING FONT

AlbumEasy provides a number of biiltfonts which are used for creating text. These binlfonts contain

the characters in thé&atin 1character set which shodilbe sufficient for displaying text in most Western

European languages. In addition to the built in fonts AlbumEasy is also able to display text using many of the
F2yiGa AyadrfttSR 2y | dzaSNRAa aeadsSyo ¢Krytbdisplae o6S Lz
international languages.

Theexamplesfolder contains additional sample files illustrating this usage:
1 Font.txt: lllustrates how to load and use additional fonts.

1 International.txt: This illustrates how to load and use additional fonts tplajysinternational character
sets. Note: This file has been savedlimicode (UT#) format. In order to generate albums correctly,
it is necessary for AlbumEasy to be configuredJfoicode (UTR) via theconfiguration dialogue box.
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3.) ALBUM WZARD

This wizard provides a simple means of creating a new stamp album from scratch by following the sequence of
pages and entering in the relevant parameters.

As an alternative to using the wizard, a new album may be created by copying and modifyxistiag e

album.

U New Album File Pag

This wizard page is used to specify the name and location of the new album file.

New Album Wizard

New Album File

File Name |Eechuanaland

File Location

JhomescliveliDacuments/AlbumEasy

Browse

Help = Back | Next = Cancel

File Name:

Name to be used for the new album file.

File Name |Bechuanaland

File Location:

The directory where the new album file will be created. SeleeBrowsebutton to choose a different
directory.

File Location

[heme/clivel/Documents/AlbumEasy

Browse

U New Album Layout Pag

This wizard page is used to specify the parameters for the new album.

New Album Wizard

New Album Layout

Album Title (optional): |
Page Size Page Border

=) AL Triple v ‘r
Letter
Custom Sets an intial border style which

can be further customised
when the album file is edited

Page Margins (mm} Examples

Left |25 #! Include Stamp Boxes
Right: |12 ¥ Include Sample Text
Top: 15

Bottom: |15

! Mirror on even pages

Help < Back Next > Cancel
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Album Title:

This field is used to specify the title which will be placed at the top of every page aildthm. This can be left
blank if no title is required

Album Title (optional): |

Page Size:

Specify the size of the pages to be used for the album. Either one of the predefined standaradsizésS
Letteror a custom size by entering in the page dimensions.

Page Size
° Ad

Letter

Custom

Page Margins:

Specify the width of the margins.

Often it is desirable to leave a wider margin on the left to allow for punch holes. However, ff the pages are to
be printed double sided, then the wider margin should be on the right hand side for even numbered pages.
This can be accomplished by ticking tdé@ror on even pagesheckbox.

Page Margins (mm)

Left: 25
Right: |12
Top: 15
Bottom: |15

v Mirror on even pages

Page Border:

Allows for the selection of different border styles. The borders can be further customised when editing the
album file

Page Border

Triple - ||'|_

Sets an intial border style which
can be further customised
when the album file is edited.
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Examples:

As an aid to getting started, sample tend initial stamp boxes can be included in the album file by checking
the appropriate checkboxes.

Examples

¥ Include Stamp Boxes

¥ Include Sample Text
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4.) ALBUMEASYCOMMANDS

g This section contains a list of the commands that may be included in an album
definition text file.

Note 1: All measurements are specified in mm. (1 inch = 25.4mm)
Note 2:Commands that output text require that the user specify a font. Available fonts are iiistied Fonts
section

Comments:

In order to document an album definition text file it may contaomments which are ignored by AlbumEasy.
The# character is used to demarcate a comment. AlbumEasy will ignore all text in a line containing

a# character starting from thé until the end of the line.

I.) Album Global Settings Commands

m; The followingcommands control the appearance of all pages in the album:

These should be placed at the beginning of each album text file:
ALBUM_PAGES_SIZE (width height)

Set the width and height of the album page

e.g. ALBUM_PAGES_SIZE (215.9 279.4) for US Lett@rssizél)
or

ALBUM_PAGES_SIZE (210.0 297.0) for A4 paper

ALBUM_PAGES_ MARGINS (left right top bottom)

Set the page margins
e.g. ALBUM_PAGES_MARGINS (25.0 12.0 15.0 15.0). Will leave a wider left margin to allow for punch holes

ALBUM_PAGES_MARGINSE (ight top bottom)

Optional margin command to set different margins for even numbered pages.

ALBUM_PAGES_ BORDERS3 (outer innerl inner2 spacing)

Optional command to place a single, double or triple line border around the page just p—
the marginsNOTE: This command supersedes the ALBUM_PAGES_BORDER comme
e.g.ALBUM_PAGES_BORDERS3 (0.1 0.5 0.10r&) an outer border 0.1mm thick, an ini
border 0.5mm thick, and a second inner border 0.1mm thick with a 1mm space betwe
borders.

To draw a doublemsingle line border set the unused widths to 0.0. e.g. a double borde
with the outer border 0.5mm thick, the inner border 0.1mm thick and a 1mm space be
borders:

ALBUM_PAGES_BORDER3 (0.50.10.01.0)
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ALBUM_PAGES_TITLE (Font Fontsize Title)

Placea title on all pages in the album.
So3d [.'aywt! DO{YeLE[ 9 o6¢. qict oddbYdd ey R oSneK gy GSORP TG

Use Times Roman Bold 16 point to plamwv and enhanced commandsAlbumEasy V3.6 & V3anh every
page.

New and enhanced commands - AlbumEasy V3.6 & V3.7

ALBUM_PAGES_NUMBER (Font$ipa Position [Start] [Text Before] [Text After])

Place a page number into the footer of the page.
Position can be one of:

L -left

R -right

C -centre

LRc left on odd pages, right on even pages

RL¢ right on odd pages, left on even pages

e.g. ALBUMPAGES_NUMBER (HN 10 C) Will place the page number centred in the footer using a 10 point
Helvetica font.

An optional [Start] parameter can be used to set the starting page number
e.g. ALBUM_PAGES_ NUMBER (HN 10 C 7) The pages are numbered from 7 onwards

Optional [Text Before] and [Text After] parameters can be used to output text before and/or after the page
number.

So3o !'[.!'ayt! D9{yYyb!'a. 9w o6l b mn / ™M atl3IS a a 2F b
(Note: SPAGES$ will be substituted by the actual total number of pages when the @lgenerated).

Resulting in for example:
Page 3 of 4

Page 3 Of 4 generated: 20180314

Page Number Page Date

ALBUM_PAGES_DATE (Font Fontsize Position Format [Separator] [Text Before] [Text After])

Place the date that the PDF file was generated intoftlager of the page.
Position can be one of:

L - left

R -right

C -centre

LR¢ left on odd pages, right on even pages

RL¢ right on odd pages, left on even pages

Pagell




Format can be one of:

YMDc¢ year, month, day
DMY¢ day, month, year
MDY ¢ month, day, year

e.g. ALBUM_PAGES_DATE(HN 10 R YMD) Will place the date 20170113 in the footer on the right hand side
using a 10 point Helvetica font.

An optional [Separator] parameter can be used to split the date fields

Se3IP [ .!'ayt! DI9{ PHEIOC FAIf e dtead RAOGDIAT &

Optional [Text Before] and [Text After] parameters can be used to output text before and/or after the date.
Se3d [ .!'aygt! DI{ P! GDSIYES Nl SRY, &5 0a

ALBUM_PAGES_SPACING (horizontal vertical)

Set the horizontal and vddal spacing for elements on a page.

Horizontal spacing controls the distance that text and stamps will be separated from the left and right border.
Vertical spacing controls the space between rows of stamps, or blocks of text. Eg: ALBUM_PAGES_SPACING
(6.0 6.0). Will set the horizontal and vertical spacing to 6 mm.

ALBUM_STAMP_IMG_SETTING (horizontal vertical stretch)

Optional command that affects the placement of images inside stamp boxes.

The horizontal and vertical values are the width of the borddween the stamp frame and the image. The
stretch parameter which can have a valudrok or falseonly effects images that are smaller than the stamp
drawing area. When stretch is settime the images will be stretched to fill the box, if ifédsethen images

will be drawn actual size centred within the stamp box.

e.g.

ALBUM_STAMP_IMG_SETTING (3.0 3.0 false) or

ALBUM_STAMP_IMG_SETTING (2.0 2.0 true)

Note, the default settings which is the equivalent of ALBUM_STAMP_IMG_SETTING (2.0 2.0 falssedwill be
if this command is not given.

The album file Images.txt which can be found in the AlbumEasy examples directory illustrates the usage of this
command.

ALBUM_TITLE (title)
ALBUM_AUTHOR (author)

Optional command that may be used to set the title atiriié of the PDF fileThese attributes, visible only in
the PDF file properties, have no effect on the printed output.

e.g. ALBUM_TITLE ("All the world stamp album")

Optional command that may be used to set the author attribute of the PDF file.
e.g. ALBUM_AUTHOR ("Johnny StaGugslector")

#
Document Properties

Description | Security I Fonts ! Custom l Advanced
Description

Filee NewExamples

Title: INew Examples Stamp Album

Author: IJohnny Stamp-Collector

Subject: I

nd e

Keywords:
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I.i.) Decorative Borders

Decorative borders consist of images known as page ornaments that are placed at the corners and along the
top, bottom, left and right margins of the page. All decorative border elemeamt®ptional but at least one

must be present.

The border is placed at the page margins as defined by the
AlbumEasyLBUM_PAGES_MARGINSLBUM_PAGES_MARGIN&EmMands.

Decorative brders are defined by means of a Decorative Border Definition File.
TheALBUM_PAGES_DBRATIVE_BORDE®&NmMand is used to include a decorative border file for an album.
AlbumEasy includes seven sample border definition files. These are locatedwrdeesfolder which is to be
found in the same location as the AlbumEasy application.<Thése samples may be used as is, or as
templates for users who would like to create their own custom decorative borders.
For usage examples please see DexorativeBorders.txexample album which can be found in the examples
folder.
When searching for border definition file AlbumEasy will first look in therdersfolder. If no file with the
specified name is found it will then search in the same location as the album text file. If the file name includes
a directory it must be relative to the locatiorf the album text file.
e.g:
ALBUM_PAGES_DECORATIVE_BORDER ("FancyBorder.txt")

searches for the FanyBorder.txt file in therdersfolder, if it is not found there it will look for the file in the
same location as the album text file.
ALBUM_PAGES DERATIVE BORDER ("MyBorders/FancyBorder.txt")

searches for the FancyBorder.txt file in a folder called MyBorders located in the same place as the album
text file.

For those who would like to create their own decorative borders a useful source ofyréresdtpage
ornaments can be found on the internet by searching for images using search terms $techpgEme
ornamentsor free page swirler free page decorations bordeesc.

Currently only PNG images are supported. These should have a transparkgtduand and should be located

in the same folder as the Decorative Border Definition File.

Downloaded images that are not in a PNG format with a transparent background can be edited and converted
by means of a graphics program elfe Gimpwhich is free and crogslatform.

If a corner image is included, only one image is required for all four corners. The image should be orientated as
if it appears at the top left corner of the page. It will be automaticallytedaand mirrored when the page is
generated.

The same or different images may be used along the top and bottom margins, either way the images should be
orientated as if they are placed along the top. the bottom image will be automatically flipped wheadees
generated.

Similarly the same or different images may be used along the left and right margins. These should be
orientated as if they are placed along the left margin. The right image will be flipped when the page is
generated.
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file:///C:/Users/raymond/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_albumeasy-code-r16-trunk.zip/albumeasy-code-r16-trunk/help/commands.html%23command_page_margins
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https://www.gimp.org/

Hint: When coniguring a new decorative border, it can be convenient to enable a regular single line coloured
border to show where the page margins are e.g.

ALBUM_PAGES_BORDERS (0.1 0.0 0.0 1.0)

COLOUR_ALBUM_BORDER (red)

ALBUM_PAGES_DECORATIVE_BORDER("MyNewBorjer.txt"
Once the decorative border is satisfactory, the ALBUM_PAGES BORDER3 and COLOUR_ALBUM_BORDER
commands can be deleted.

Decorative Borders (pﬁ%') =
AlbumEasy includes seven sample decorative borders, all of which are listed in this file. . .
In order 1o view these borders remove the comment character from each in turn and then regenerate this album. Decorative Borders
Although the user is free to use these sample borders as is, they are really intended as examples that can be used . . "
as templates for user created borders. Please see the "Decarative Borders” help topic for details as to how this AlbumEasy includes seven sample decorative bordars, all of which are listed in this file.
may ba accomplished. In order to view these borders remove the comment character from each in tun and then regenerate this album,

Although the user is ree to use these sample borders as is, they are really intended as examples that can be used
as templates for user created borders. Please see the "Decorative Borders” help topic for details as to how this
may be accomplished.

cS=C=p

The Decorative Border Definition File

A Decorative Border Definition File files has a similar syntax to an album definitidiletdatt with its own set
of commands.

f}| Decorative Border Command

IMAGE_SCALE (scédetor)

Images used in decorative borders are not necessarily the desired size when output on a page. This command
is used to scale the images.

e.g

IMAGE_SCALE(0.12)

A visually satisfying scaling factor can only be determined by experiment, however as many images
downloaded from the internet are digitised at 300 or 600dpi (dots per inch) and AlbumEasy pages are
generated at a resolution of 72dpi it will likely be fouhdt either IMAGE_SCALE(0.24) or IMAGE_SCALE(0.12)
will provide a satisfactory result.
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IMAGE_CORNER (image)

Specify the image to be used for the border corners.

e.g
IMAGE_CORNER ("Cornerimage.png")

f The image should be located in the same folder as tiveé Definition File.

1 only PNG images with a transparent background are supported

1 The same image is used for all four corners. It should be orientated as if it appears at the top left
corner of the page. It will be automatically rotated and mirrored fog bther positions when the page
is generated.

IMAGE_CORNER_PAD (horizontal vertical)

Used to shift the image horizontally and vertically away from the default location
e.g

IMAGE_CORNER_PAD (5.0 6.0)

Will shift the image 5mm horizontally and 6mm vertigall

IMAGE_EDGE_LEFT (image)
IMAGE_EDGE_RIGHT (image)
IMAGE_EDGE_TOP (image)
IMAGE_EDGE_BOTTOM (image)

Specify the images to be used at the left, right, top and bottom margins.

e.g

IMAGE_EDGE_BOTTOM ("horizontal.png")

All edge images are optional, but i€arner image is not specified, then at lease one edge image must be
provided.

The same image may be used for one or more positions

The image should be located in the same folder as the Border Definition File.

only PNG images with a transparent backgroarel supported

The top and bottom images should be orientated as if they are placed on the top, the bottom image
will be flipped when the page is generated.

¢ Similarly the left and right images should be orientated as if they are placed at the left mégin. T
right image will be flipped when the page is generated.

= =4 -4 4

IMAGE_EDGE_PAD (horizontal vertical)

Used to shift the edge images from the horizontal and vertical margins

eg

IMAGE_EDGE_PAD (30M®)

Will shift the vertical (top and bottom) images 3mm owdrh the top and bottom margins, while the vertical
(left and right) images will not be shifted.
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BORDER_LINES (outer innerl inner2 spacing)

Up to three border frame lines can be placed.

e.g

BORDER_LINES (0.3 0.3 0.0 2.0)

Will draw two lines each 0.3mm ttk spaced 2mm apart
BORDER_LINES (0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0)

Will draw a single 0.5mm thick line

BORDER_PAD (horizontal vertical)

Shift the vertical border lines horizontally and the horizontal border lines vertically away from the margin
centre by the specifiedigtance.

eg

BORDER_PAD (2.0 0.0)

Will shift the vertical border lines horizontally 2mm outwards. The horizontal lines will remain in the default
position. BORDER_PAD.¢-1.0)

Will shift the vertical border lines horizontally 1mm inwards and the hotadimes will shift vertically inwards
by 1mm as well.

BORDER_END_OFFSETS (horizontal vertical)

So that the border frame lines are not drawn over the corner images, it is often necessary that the start and
end positions of these lines are paced awayrfrine margin corners. This command specifies the distance

e.g

BORDER_END_OFFSETS (0.0 15.0)

Will start the horizontal frame lines in the corner, whereas the vertical frame line start and end positions will
be 15mm from the corners.

BORDER_END_OFFSETS18&%p

Both the horizontal and vertical frame lines start and end positions will be 18.5mm from the corners.
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ii.) Page Commands

ﬁl The following commands apply to individual page

PAGE_START

Start a new pageNB There must always be at least@RPAGE_START to indicate the first page.

PAGE_START_VAR (horizontal vertical)

Start a new page, overriding the ALBUM_PAGES_SPACING for this pe

This command adjusts the spacing of a page independently from the rest of the album.

For example anlaum was created with ALBUM_PAGES_SPACING (5.0 5.0) which set the page spacing to
5.0mm in both the horizontal and vertical directions. One of the pages overflowed the bottom border as

shown by the left image. To correct the page, the spacing of the vaibien could have been changed or the

set of stamps could have been split onto two pages. Alternatively as illustrated in the image on the right, the
spacing of the offending page can be adjusted independently. A PAGE_START_VAR (5.0 2.0) command reduc
the vertical spacing to 2.0mm allowing all stamps to fit on the page.

PAGE_COLUMN_START
PAGE_COLUMN_NEXT
PAGE_COLUMN_STOP
Split a page into two vertical columns for more flexibility when laying out a page.
1 PAGE_COLUMN_STARTart column mode. All outpwtill be placed on the left half of page.
1 PAGE_COLUMN_NEXStart the second column. All output will be placed on the right half of page.

1 PAGE_COLUMN_STORhen the end of a page is reached column mode automatically reverts back
to normal noncolumn male. This optional command can be used to exit column mode and switch
back to normal mode before the end of the page.
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PAGE_TEXT (Font Fontsize Text)

Place a paragraph of text on the page. The paragraph is left justified, and formatted to fit betwauartjias
of the page, separated at each side by the horizontal value specified in ALBUM_PAGES_SPACING.
S3 t!DOYWPE9-¢ Ol b mMn a5SAONRLINAGS GSEGEOD® tfl OS GKS

PAGE_TEXT_CENTRE (Font Fontsize Text)

Place text on thgpage, and centre it.
S3 t! DOYPE9-¢yY/ 9be¢w9 61 . wmn a! KSFRAYyI£Ood tfl OS GKS

PAGE_TEXT_RIGHT (Font Fontsize Text)

Place text on the page right justified.
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PAGE_TEXT_VSPACE (Font Fontsize Text Vspace)
PAGE_TEXT_CENTRE_VSPACE (Font Fontsize Text Vspace)
PAGE_TEXT_RIGHT_VSPACE (Font Fontsize Text Vspace)

These commands perform the identical function to the EAGEXT, PAGE_TEXT_RIGHT and
PAGE_TEXT_CENTRE commands above, however the amount of blank space output after the paragraph of text
is controlled by means of the Vspace parameter.

So3ad t ! DOYE9-¢cyPx{t! /9 o61b mn a5 S HdvbtkalNormad B pdaindfenti ¢ n @
with 0.5mm of blank space after the text.
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